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Genesis 16:1 - 17:27

“What!?” That might well be the reaction of wives today to Sarai’s plan but in her culture this was fairly common. The presence of a son in the family to inherit and to carry on the father’s name was tremendously important. A wife who was childless could give her maid to her husband and the resulting child legally belonged to the wife. A son born in this way could inherit his father’s name and property. In this case, however, we immediately suspect that Sarai made this offer not because God intended it, but because she decided it was the only way to bring God’s will about. In a short time, relationships failed and anger replaced love.

Had Abram and Sarai tried to help God along with His promise of children? In the account we see no sign that either of them consulted God about their dilemma. They seem to have made an assumption without prayer. Do we sometimes do the same? Even when we are pursuing goals that we know are God’s will for us, it is so very important to check out each step with our Father. We live in an “I want it yesterday” culture, but God asks us to seek His guidance and wait patiently for His timing in every situation.

What about Ishmael? God came to Hagar’s rescue and promised that her son would be the father of a mighty nation. His descendants became the Arabs who cite their lineage to Abraham through Ishmael while the Jews cite their lineage to Abraham through Isaac. The fighting that continues in the Middle East began not in this century, but almost two thousand years before Jesus’ birth.

As our reading today ends, Abraham hears the promise that a son born to Sarah will receive the covenant.  Abraham demonstrates his love for Ishmael and circumcision becomes the sign of God’s covenant with His people. As their history continues we will see how these great blessings from God will be interpreted by His chosen nation.
